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PSALM XCIl. I. 


It is a good thing to give thanks unto the 


LorD; and to ſing praiſes to 15 name, 
O moſt High. \ 


8 25 ROM theſe Words I purpoſe to do theſe 
JD Three Things, my 


pe Iſt, To ſhew, in general, how much 
Gop the Tribute of our Thanks and Praiſes for his 
Bleflings and Mercies; and, 


IIdly, To confider the great and weighty Reaſons, 
which call upon us of theſe Kingdoms not to be de- 
fective in that Duty; and, 8 


IIIdly, To conſider, how our Praiſes and Thank- 
fulneſs may be ſo ordered, as to be accepted of 
GoD. 


I. As to the fr/t of theſe Points, the Duty of Thankſ- 
giving, there is no one who lives under a firm Belief 
and Perſuaſion of the all- ruling Providence of Go p, 

A 3 and 


it is our Duty and Intereſt to give to 


a 
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aAd the Cart he takes of his Creatures, and of Man, 
in Particular, whem he has ſtation'd in this lower 
Wea, and Das witte his Affairs and Concerns, in a 
ſingular manner, the Object of his Superintendency 
and Watchfultteſs, — muſt think it a Duty incum- 
bent upon Hf, to ta oper Occaſions of calling to 
mind bet paſt Becdtag be has receiv'd, Jo of 
reflecting upon the preſent ones he enjoys; and this, 
in order to excite in himſelf ſuch a Senſe of Go p's 
Goodneſs to him, as may exert and ſhew itſelf in 
ſuitable Acts of Thankfulneſs and Gratitude, And 
this holds good with regard to Bleſſings of a publick 
Nature, thoſe which we enjoy in common with 
others, ſuch as healthful and fruitful Seafons, peace- 
able and quiet Times, a good Government, and 
the like, as well as in the Caſe of Bleſſings which 
are private and perſonal. G 0D is infinitely above us, 
our Goodneſs cannot extend o m, we cannot requite 
his Kindneſſes, as one Man may requite the Kind- 
neſſes of another; but yet there are certain Returns 
and Acknowledgments, which God is entitled to 
From us, ahd Which therefore he undoubtedly ex- 
pects at our hands. The Returns, I mean, are 
out Thanks and our Praiſes. The Book of Palms 
abounds in Invitations to this Duty, and is full of 
the moſt noble and exalted Notions and Sentiments 
concerning Go D's gracious Dealings with his Church 
and Pegple. | | 
Ir #5 gol ching, (ys the Pfalmiſt in the Text, 
to give thanks and praiſe ; and agreeably to this it is 
ſaid in another Pfalm, Praiſe ye the Lord : for it 1s 
wood to /ing profes unto or GOD; fort is pleaſant, 
to pd — We are told E allg. 
that 77 75-@ good thing to perform this Duty: It is fo 
good, 
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good, and is ever attended with ſo much Satisfaction 
to well-difpos'd Minds, that he muſt be greatly 
wanting to himſelf, who does not, on all 
Occaſions, oblige himſelf to the Practice of it. Of 
all the Laws, which Gop has written upon. the 
Heart of Man, there is none which ſtands there in 
more legible Characters than that of Gratitude, and 
this — praiſing and thanking Go p to be but 
paying him a juft Debt, It is not a Matter left to 
our Ghoice whether we will do it or no; it may not 
be either done or forborn as we think fit : but there 
is a neceflary and unalterable Fitneſs founded in the 
very Nature of Things, which binds and obliges us 
to it. Go p has made us what we are, he has given 
us all that we enjoy, and he is the Source of all the 
Happineſs we either are pofſeſs'd of, or hope for; 
and * ſuch our Obligations to him, it is the Voice 
of Reaſon, as well as of Scripture, that we pay him 
our Acknowledgments, It can never be thought 
right, that Creatures who are endued with Reaſon, 
and, by that means, are capable of knowing their 
Relation to the Supreme Being, their Dependance 
upon him, and his continual watching over them for 
their Good, ſhould yet receive Bleſſings from him, 
of which they know he is the Author, and which 
they muſt be convinc'd he might, if he pleas'd, 
have with-held from them, without any more Senſe 
of his Goodneſs, than the Creatures have, who are 
of a lower Order; who are fed indeed, and main- 
tain'd, and preſerv d in their Beings, by his Provi- 
dence, but are not capable of reflecting with them- 
ſelves that they are ſo. 
Bur that is not all. For if we have any Deſire 
of having Gop for our Friend, (and who would 
not 
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not deſire that?) we muſt ſee moſt plainly, that it 

is our Intereſt, as well as our Duty, to pay unto 

Gop this Homage. Men may be unthinking and 

regardleſs of Go D's Honour; but Go p, we may be 

ſure, will not be regardleſs of it himſelf; and there- 

fore we cannot but ſuppoſe that he will make a Dif- 

ference between the Thankful and the Unthankful, 

between ſuch as have a due Senſe of his Benefits, 

and love him and honour him for them; and thoſe 

who are ungrateful enough, when they receive 

them, to be utterly unmindful of the good Hand 

from whence they come. And indeed, when we ) 
conſider him as the Great Governour of the World, | 
we ſee moſt plainly that it muſt be ſo, and cannot i 
be otherwiſe. But, beſides that Conſideration, he 
has expreſsly told us in Scripture that he is a zealous 

God; and becauſe he is ſo, he will not only, nega- 

tively, not ſuffer his Honour to be given to another, 

but for the ſame Reaſon he infiſts, in a poſitive A 
Senſe, that it be given to himſelf: Them that honour 1 
me, ſays he, I will honour ; and they that deſpiſe ne, 
ſhall be lightly efteemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. Now what is 
it that Almighty Go p looks upon as honouring him? 
This we are expreſsly told, P/al. I. 23. Whoſo offer- 
ell me praiſe, gloriſietb me; or, as it ſtands in the 
Verſion in our Liturgy, I boſo offereth me thanks and 
praiſe, he honoureth me. We find him in Jaiab, 
chap. xliii. 21, &c. thus expoſtulating with his anci- ö 
ent People the Fews for their neglecting him as they 
did. Thrs people have I formed for myſelf ; they ſhall 
ſhew' forth my praiſe. But thou haſt not called upon 
me, O Jacob; but thou haſt been weary of me, O V 
rael; thou haſt not brought me the ſmall cattle of thy 
burnt-offerings, netther kaſt thou honoured me with 


thy 
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thy Sacrifices ; thou baſt bought me no ſweet cane 
(7. e. for Perfumes) with money, neither haſt thou 


filled me with the fat of thy ſacrifices, The Com- 


plaint here againſt the Jews was, that they did not 
b3nour him. They did not bring him fuch Sacri- 
tices: as they ought to have done; or rather, as 
ſome Interpreters have explain'd this Paſſage, they 
did not bring them in ſuch a manner as could be 
agreeable to him, or pleaſe him. Whilſt they al- 
low'd themſelves to live in Diſobedience to. his 
Commandments, and went on in their Sins and 
Impieties, that was enough to render all their Sa- 
crifices quite unacceptable, And what was the 


Conſequence of this Carriage of theirs ? This we 
are told in the laſt Verſe of that Chapter, There- 


fare ] have profaned the Princes of the ſanctuary, 


and have given Jacob to the curſe, and Iſrael to re- 
proaches. As therefore we are defirous of having 
GoD for our Friend, and would engage him to be 
favourable to us, and to do us ws and to con- 
tinue to ſhower down his Bleffin and Mercies 
upon us; as we cannot even bear the Thoughts of 

rovoking him, and drawing down upon us his 


Diſpleaſure, let us not with-hold from him that 


Kind of Sacrifice, which a People ſo highly fa- 
vour'd of him as ourſelves, are bound to pay him, 
namely, the Sacrifice of our Thanks and Praiſe, 
for the Goodneſs he has ſhewed us. N 


II. Ax p this brings me to the ſecond Point I 


Was to ſpeak to, vig. The great and weighty Rea- 


ſons we of theſe Kingdoms have, not to be defective 
in this Duty, | 1 


B Wr 
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W are met at this Time to thank and praiſe 
Almighty Go for placing His moſt Gracious Ma- 


jeſty, as on this Day, on the Throne of theſe King- 


doms. A great Inſtance this is of his Goodneſs to 
us; and to make us throughly ſenſible, that it is 
ſo, we ſhould, on this Occaſion eſpecially, reflect 
with ourſelves on the great Happineſs it muſt be to 


any People to live under a Government like our 
own. 


Ox E would think indeed that a Good and Legal 
Government, cireumſtanc'd as ours is, is a Bleſſing of 
that exceeding Value, ſo very fruitful of beneficial 
Effects to thoſe who are under it, that it would be 
almoſt needleſs and ſuperfluous to put Men in mind 
of. being duly thankful for it. We ſhould be un- 
grateful, did we receive any Blefling from Gop 
without properly acknowledging it ; but how very 
unfitting muſt it be, hom much ſhart of that Du- 

wie owe to Go p, to make no Reflections upon 

t, without which all the other Bleſſings of Life 
' would be much leſs valuable than they are? 


Bur that is. incident to this, which is incident 
to ſome other of the Bleſſings of this Life, It is. 
their Caſe, we know, that the Commonneſs of 
them, and the lang-continued Enjoyment of them, 
does but too often, occaſion. Men to regard them 
leſs than otherwiſe they would do. They who are 
ſeldom or never afflicted with Sickneſs, are ſome- 
times leſs ſenſible of the Bleſſing of Health than 


others, who by their weaker Frame and Make are 


more frequently ſubjected to Diſeaſes. and Pain. 
They who have felt the Smart of extreme Poverty, 
are 


Papal Supremacy, of the Evils we have 
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are generally more ſenſible of what it is to be free 
from ſuch Difficulties, than others who have al- 
ways enjoy'd Affluence, and have never known by 
Experience, what it is to be in Want, He that 
has been ſo unhappy as to have been. confined to a 
Priſon, or to have been pent up in a Chamber or a 
Cell, will not fail, upon his Enlargement, to prize 
Liberty, as it ought to be priz'd, whatever thoſe 
may do, who never felt or knew the Miſery of 
Confinement. | 

I sPEAK of what ſometimes happens in fact. 
But, in the true Eſtimation of things, the more 
conſtant and even, the more fixed and certain the 


Enjoyment of any Bleſſing is, the more, by that 
0 


means, we enjoy of it, and are ſtill more _ 
to the Author of it; and this ſhould not leſſen, but 
increaſe our Thanks. | | 
AND now how highly favour'd of Gop are 
we of this Proteſtant Church and Kingdom, 
who notwithſtanding the r Attempts of that 
Church we long ſince withdrew from, to bring us 
back to the Slavery we once groaned ate 
ourſelves, at this Day, in the full and undiſturb d 
Poſſeſſion of our Religion and Liberties ; and, 
which is ſtill more, have the comfortable Proſpect 
of tranſmitting. down to Poſterity the great and in- 
valuable Privileges which are-enjoy'd by ourſelves? 
Ir we take but a ſhort View of Gop's Deal- 
ings with us ſince the Time of our caſting off the 
actually ſuffered, and the Dangers we have been 
ſometimes threatned with, and the Deliverances 
from both, which Go p has been pleas'd to vouch- 
ſafe us, we ſhall find abungant Reaſon to fay of 


B 2 ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, as Moſes did upon contemplating Go p's 
. Mercies to the Children of Mael: Happy art 
thou, O Iſrael ; who is like unto thee, O people ſa- 
ved by the LoRD, the ſhield of thy help? 
THE Reign of Queen Mary the Firſt, never to 
be remembred without Horror, will ever be a 
ſtanding Inſtruction to tell us, what a Proteſtant 
People may expect when a Sovereign of the Romi/h 
Perſuaſion is upon the Throne, Then it was that 
ſo many good and holy Perſons were forc'd to w:t- 
neſs a good Confeſſion at the Stake, and had their 
Lives, 1n a barbarous and inhuman Manner, taken 
from them, becauſe they would not profeſs to be- 
lieve a Doctrine, which not only Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture, but their very Senſes aſſur'd them to be ſalſe. 
'Here Popery was triumphant, and appear'd in its 
true Colours ; and what Cruelties it was capable 
of, when arm'd with Sovereign Power and Autho- 
rity, is but too plain, when it could get the better 
of a Diſpoſition naturally merciful, as that of that 
Princeſs, by ſome, is ſaid to have been. For the 
fake of his Elect, and to abridge their Sufferings, 
Go was pleas'd in a few Years to put an end to 
that cruel Reign, that had deſtroyed the Lives of 
_ ſo many of his faithful Servants. | 
„ the Time of the Succeſſor, Halcyon Days re- 
turn'd, and Go p was pleas'd to bleſs with an un- 
common Length, and remarkable Glory, the Reign 
of that Excellent Princeſs, who took ſo much 
Pains, and had it ſo much at heart to perfe& the 
Buſineſs of the Reformation of Religion amongft 
us. And now indeed the Weight of the Queen 
and her Parliaments was on the Side of the true 
Religion, and Popith. Superſtition and — 
| cou 
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could have no Hopes of returning but by means of 
a Foreign Force. The Experiment was tried, and 
ended (as, God of his Mercy grant, ſuch Experi- 


ments may always end) in the Diſappointment of 


the Invader, and the utter Confuſion of Eis miſ- 
chievous Deſigns againſt us. Had he ſucceeded, 
every one may gueſs, what kind of Uſe he would 
have made of his Victory, who has heard, what a 
mercileſs Treatment even his own natural- born 
Subjects met with, in the Low Countries, from his 
violent and oppreſſive Temper. 


Bu r the Spirit of that Church, conſtantly bent 


oy pon the Deſtruction of thoſe whom they deem 


Hereticks, ever active and reſtleſs, and ever an Ene- 
my to the Liberties of this Church and Nation, 
would not be ſo diſcourag'd. Open Force, it is 
b. might miſcarry, and actually had miſcarri- 
ed; and therefore in the Reign that followed, a 
more compendious Way was - dar of, to effect 
the Ruin of a Proteſtant Prince and Country, and 


that was the deteſtable Gun- powder Plot: a Con- 


trivance of fo helliſh and abominable a Nature, 
that it is no wonder that, upon its miſcarrying, the 
Church that framed that Deſign was aſham'd of it, 
and was not willing to own it; tho' it. had been 
bleſs'd at Rome, and, had it ſucceeded, ſolemn Te 
Deums might have been ſung there, and Panegy- 
ricks might have been pronounced upon it, as well 
as upon the Maſſacre at Paris, and other. the like 
Inſtances, in later Times, of the tender Mercies of 
Popery. 

AND here, for the Honour of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, I would, if I could, caſt a Veil over the 


unhappy Conduct of Proteſtant againſt Proteſtant, - 
DE * 
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in the next Reign, and not mention thoſe Times, 
when the inordinate Heats and Animoſities, and the 
high Reſentments of the contending Parties (Cau- 
fes of too apt a Nature to produce fo fatal an Effect) 
ended in introducing amongſt us the utmoſt Diſor- 
der and Confuſion. But I am ſpeaking of the Di- 
ſtreffes of all Sorts, ' from 'whence Gop has been 
pleas'd to deliver this Charch and Nation ; and 
therefore I cannot omit to mention fo great a Cala- 
mity as that was, when they, who were Friends 
to both, had the Misfortune 'to ſee Church and 
State alike involved in one common Ruin. For a 
Time, it is true, Almighty Gop, doubtleſs pro- 
vok'd with our Sins, was 'pleas'd to hide his face 
from us; for a Time he watted to be gracious unto 
71s : but when the proper Seaſon for our Deliver- 
ance was come, : he reftored our Conſtitution to its 
priſtin Luſtre, and fix d it upon its ancient Founda- 
tions, to the inexprefſible — of this Country; 
which, inſtead of that Government, to which it 
Had been ſo long accuſtom'd, and which was fo 
throughly agreeable to its Temper and Genius, 
had gow for ſome Vears groan'd under a new, and, 
till then, unknown kind of Tyranny, which had 
been ſet up in various Shapes, ſince the laying aſide 
of the old and legal Government. | 

_ "Twrrs might well be matter of Joy to a People, 
who now, hy ſome Years'Experience, had felt the 
Miſery of a Change, and i ha learnt to value their 
Hleſſings the more, by having: Known, what it was 

to want them. 1 * | 
Bor Rejoyeings, as well as Sortowings, when 
Go feder Rave their Periods ; and in the next 
Reign to that of the Monarch, who was reſtor'd, 
England 
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England oy what - had ow ſeen but once before, 
ſince its Deliverance from Papal Tyranny, 
and that —.— 3 Popery upon . * 

Ur o this Event, foreſeen and dreaded by the 
beſt Friends of their Country, it cannot be ſurpri- 
ſing, that Reſolutions ſhould be form'd, and | 
taken, towards the Ruin of that Church, which 
had long been conſider'd by her Enemies of the 
Church of Rome, as the great Bulwark and Sup- 
port of the Reformation.. One Advantage we had, 
the Laws of our Country, the Birthright of every 
Subject, were with us, and on our Side: But what 
a feeble Protection were the Laws, when a Diſpen-- 
ſing Power was ſet up to break through them ? It 
could not but be the Foreboding of the Evils, 
which the Subjects in general might expect, when 
they ſaw the Biſhops, and Seats of Learning, fal- 
ling under the well-known illegal Reſentments of 
thoſe Times, for ſtanding by and ſupporting the 
undoubted Rights of Engliſhmen and Proteſtants. 
But, not to mention more of the Oppreſſions and: 
Violences of thofe Days, what, but an entire Sub-- 
verſion of all our Rights, ſacred and civil, could be 
carrying on, when Perſons, not legally capable of 
that high Office, were plac'd on the very chief 
Seats of Juſtice, by which means the Exerciſe of 
that Authority, which ought to have been a Bar- 
rier and Defence of all our Rights and Privileges, 
was made a Battery againſt them? 

UNDER ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, well 
might every true Son of this Church be in Pains and 
Agonies for the Ark of God; and well might eve- 
ry true Lover of the excellent Conſtitution of his 


Country fear and tremble in his Heart; and apply 


5 
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himſelf in earneſt Prayer to Go p for Dcliver- 
me.” . | 

Tae Prayers of a People, who found their 
Laws, which were their greateſt Security, thus tram- 
pled on and inſulted, were heard ; and, by the good 
Hand of our GoD upon us, a Glorious Deliverer 
was rais'd up, and the ſecond Popith Reign over 
this Proteſtant Country became even ſhorter than 
the firſt. 

Tuos was God pleaſed, in the midſt of his 

Judgments, to remember Mercy, and, to our great 
Comfort, to diſpel thoſe black and affrighting 
Clouds, which, for a time, had been hanging over 
our Heads. 'This was plainly his doing, who ma- 
Leih Storms to ceaſe, and who ſayeth not to the Sea 
only, but to the Oppreſſor alſo, Hitherto ſhall thou 
come, and no further. 
Wu art followed was our being re-inſtated in the 
Poſſeſſion of our civil and religious Rights; the re- 
gaining of which was indeed brought about in a 
manner ſurprizingly peaceable, almoſt without any 
Bloodſhed; but they could not be preſerv'd and ſe- 
cur'd to us, afterwards, without a vaſt Expence 
of Blood and Treaſure. Theſe were Bleſſings of 
an invaluable Nature, and ſuch as a People ſenſi- 
ble of their own Happineſs could not but prize in 
the higheſt Degree, tho' they had not had that ad- 
ditional Recommendation, that they were things 
which had coſt them dear. 

Ir is the Happineſs of us of the preſent Age, 
that we now reap the Fruits of what was done for 
theſe Kingdoms by the Excellent Prince who 
brought about the Revolution ; and that his gene- 
rous Deſigns, with regard to Poſterity, have not 

prov'd 
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prov'd abortive, but, by the Providence of G o v 


concurring with human Means, have been crown'd 
with all the Succeſs which our Hearts could wiſh. . 
H Ap it not been for the Care that was taken, 

in that Reign, of ſucceeding* Generations, this 
Excellent Conſtitution of ours (which, I hope, 
will laſt as long as we are a People) our Laws and 
Liberties juſt reſcued, as it were, from the Jaws of 
the Enemy, might have had the ſame Period with 
the Life of our Deliverer; and then, inſtead of 
having been the happy Inſtrument of conveying 
Bleſſings to Future Times, as well as to his own, 
he had been but the Bleſſing of his own. | 
Bu T ſtill human Plans, tho' never ſo well 
laid, might have failed, the beſt concerted Mea- 
ſures might not have taken Effect; for except the 
Lo R D keep the city, the watchman waketi/ but in 
vain, It has therefore been a ſingular Inſtance of 
God's Kindneſs to theſe Nations, that this Deſign 
has not fail'd, that this Proviſion has taken place, 
and that, in conſequence thereof, ſince the Reign 
when the A# of Limitation was paſſed, we have 
ſeen, with all the Joy and Comfort, that it is natu- 
ral ſo great a Bleſſing ſhould produce, a Succeſſion 
of Proteſtant Sovereigns on the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms. To this providential ordering of mat- 
ters we owe it, We ee ſit undiſturbed, and dwell 
afely, every man under his vine, and under his fig- 
2 Er the great Privilege of — 
Gov, in the Way we think moſt agreeable to his 
Word, and that we find every thing that is dear 
and valuable to us ſafe and ſecure under fo defira- 
ble a Protection. And beſides all this, what a 
Continuation of our preſent Felicity may we not 
C promiſe 


* 
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romiſe ourſelves from the numerous Royal Fami- 
| i with which it has pleaſed Gop to encompaſs 
the Throne of His preſent Majeſty ? 

THESE are things which we are naturally led 
to think of, and refle& upon, by this Day's Solem- 
nity, And now, how greatly muſt we think our- 
ſelves indebted to him by whom Kings reign, who 
ruleth over the Kingdoms of the Earth, and diſpo- 
ſeth of Thrones and Sceptres as he pleaſes, that we 
have had the Princes whom we have choſen, the 
Princes called to the Throne by the Voice of our 
Laws, and with regard to whom, it was the De- 
fire of our Hearts, that they might reign over — 
and govern us? When we conſider duly this 
Inſtance of the Divine Goodneſs to this Church — 
People, how can we do otherwiſe than ſay, Tru/ 
God is good to Iſrael, Happy are the people w 
have the Lo Rx D for their Go p. O that men 
would there fore praiſe the Lo R D for his goodneſs. 
bis Lage, Lo RD, O my ſoul, and forget not all 

To him who hath formerly done ſo 
great things for us, and who till continues to be 
thus gracious and merciful to us, we cannot but of- 
fer up the Tribute of our Thanks and Praiſes. Not 
unto us, O LoRD, not unto us, but to thy Name 
be the praiſe. 

3 what can we think was the Intent and 

of God in dealing thus graciouſly with us, 
_ t being thus protected by him, we might 
ſerve him, without fear, in holineſs — rigbteouſ 
neſs all the days of our life ? By to us our 
Religious and a Rights, — I a Fence 
about us, and encompaſſed us, as it were, with 


his Providence, and kept off every thing from us 
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| that might hurt us. But when he was ſo kind as 


to remove from us the Fear of every thing elſe, he 
could never mean to remove the Fear of himſelf 
too. No: What he has done for us has been quite 
to another End, and on purpoſe to invite us to — 
and obey him with greater Chearfulneſs and Con- 
ſtancy. And this is a natural Uſe of Go D's Fa- 
vours; nothing being more reaſonable than that we 
ſhould /oave him, who hath fir/# loved us. It was 
made an Objection againſt Fb, that it was no 
Wonder he was ſo Religious, when Go p had fo 
greatly befriended him, and given him fo great En- 
couragement to be ſo. Doth Fob ſerve Gop for 
nought ? But what was there in that? Was not this 
making the very beſt Uſe of Proſperity that was 
poſſible ? And had he not been much to blame, 
if, under the greateſt Inducements and Encourage- 
ments to be Religious, he had been otherwiſe? We 

cannot be too careful, that this be not our Caſe. 
TH Rk o' the Goodneſs of Go p to us, we live 
under a Form of Government eyery way calculated 
to make us a great and flouriſhing People, and 
which will not fail to do fo, if we be not wanting 
to ourſelves. Nothing is there good and defireable 
in any Government, that we know of, that we 
do not find in our own. There is no Country, 
where that great End of Government, the Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice between conteſting Parties, is more 
fully anſwered, by the Execution of thoſe Laws, 
by which it is our Happineſs to be governed, Pro- 
perty is no where better ſhielded and protected from 
every kind of Wrong and Violence. Our Fortunes, 
our Acquiſitions, our Inheritances are truly our 
own ; we do not hold them by any precarious Te- 
2 nure, 
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nure, nor are we ſubject to any Tyranny either of 
Body or Mind. And this is a rare Felicity, which 
few Nations in the World (if any) enjoy in the 
fame Meaſure and Degree as ourſelves. Let us 
therefore conſider with ourſelves, what Effect this 
Inſtance of Go p's Kindneſs to us has had upon 


us. | 
Has the Conſideration that Go p has fo re- 
markably bleſs'd us in theſe things, made us more 
diligent Worſhippers of him ? Has his Service been 
more regularly and ſolemnly attended by Perſons 
of all Ranks amongſt-us, from the higheſt. to the 
loweſt? Has it cauſed us to ſhew a greater Reve- 
rence to his Name and Word, and to pay a more 
ſteady and conſtant Regard to every one of his 
Laws ? Has our Freedom from Popiſh Superſtition 
and Bigotry been productive of a true and lively 
Piety in its place? For where is the Advantage of 
having the true Goſpel of CR IS r taught and 
rofeſsd amongſt us, if we do not make it the 
Rule of our Lives, and the Standard of our Acti- 
ons? Where is the Comfort of thinking that our 
Religion is reform'd and purg'd from the Corrup- 
tions of the Romi/ſb Church, unleſs we can tell 
ourſelves at the fame time, that it has better d ou 

Lives, and reform'd our Morals? 

W may well conſider ourſelves, under our 
ſent Advantages, as a Vineyard, which Gop 
ted with his own Hand, which he has 
kindly cultivated and fenc'd from Harm, and 
from whence he may well expect good Fruit in due 
ſeaſon. Should it be atherwiſe, he may have rea- 
ſon to expoſtulate with us, as he did with his once 
favourite People the Jews, What could I have done 


mare 
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more for my Vineyard than I have done in it? Where- 
fore when I looked for grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes? On ſuch Occaſions as theſe, it is but rea- 
ſonable that we enquire of ourſelves, whether our 
Improvements in Religion, and all manner of Vir- 
tue, have born any kind of proportion to the Bleſ- 
ſings we have receiv'd from GoD; and whether 
(as our Liturgy expreſſes it) we make it our Buſi- 
neſs, as we ought to do, to ſhew forth bis praiſe, 


not only with our lips, but in our lives. 


HI. AND this brings me to my /aft Particular, 
which was to conſider, how our Praiſes and Thank. 
fulneſs ſhould be ſo ordered, as to be accepted of 
Gov. 

AN p from what has been already ſaid, nothin 
is more plain, than that they muſt be attended with 
holy and religious Lives, and Obedience to his 
Laws. Without this, even the Sacrifices of his own 
Appointment were not agreeable to him ; nay, he 
tells us by his Prophet, that he hated them, and 
that they were a trouble to him. Bring me no more 
vain oblations, ſays he: incenſe is an abomination to 
me. Put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes : ceaſe to do evil, learn to 4 well, and ſo 
on. And the ſame way of reaſoning we may ap- 

ly to that other kind of Sacrifice, namely, that of 
raiſe and Thankſgiving, called by the Prophet, 
the calves of our lips. If we praife him, and do 
not obey him, the principal Qualification to recom- 
mend us will be wanting ; our Praiſes will paſs with 
him, who ſeeth the Heart, as nothing better than 
Flattery ; and becauſe Sincerity is wanting, cannot 
be a proper Inducement with him to befriend us in 
t or 
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our Time of Need. Say you to the righteous, ſays 
God in Scripture, it ſhall be well with him; and 
divers Promiſes we find made in holy Writ, to 
thoſe who love and fear Go p, and to none elſe: 
Says God to his own People in Amos iii. 2. You 
only have I known of all the families of the earth, 
therefore will I puniſh you for all your iniquities, 

Wx are now engag'd in a juſt and neceſſary . 
War. We have appeal'd to Heaven to determine 
Matters between us and our Enemy, whoſe Inva- 
ſions of our national Rights, by repeated Practices 
ſo highly hurtful and injurious to our Trade and 
Commerce, were no longer to be endur'd. We 
have the Comfort to aſſure ourſelves, that the Ju- 
ſtice of the Caſe is on our Side ; and to hope that 
Gop will not fail, in his due time, to crown with 
an honourable Peace, the Endeavours we are now 
uſing to recover and ſecure our juſt and indubitable 
Rights and Privileges. Let us not then by our Sins 
or Impieties of any ſort, by any Lukewarmneſs or 
Neglect of God and Religion, by any Unthank- 
fulneſs for Mercies receiv'd, or by any thing elſe 
by which GoD may be offended, be ſo much our 
own Enemies, as to retard an Event, which we fo 
much deſire, 

AND amongſt other Inſtances of our Obedience 
to Go, let us be ſure not to omit the Practice of 
theſe Duties, which have been commanded by 
Gop himſelf, and which have a more immediate 
Tendency to preſerve and promote the Peace and 
Happineſs of Society ; fuch as Contentedneſs with 
our Condition, ſtudying to be quiet, Moderation 
and Temperance, Charity and brotherly Kindneſs, 
and the like; and for the ſame Reaſons, viz. be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe ſome things are in their own NFures ve 

hurtful to Society, and becauſe Go p has forbidden 
them, as ſuch, let us be always on our Guard, how 
we give way to Strife and Envying, Hatred or ex- 
ceſſive Anger, or any thing elſe that may have an 


unkindly Influence on the common Good, the 
Good of the Publick. 


Bur let us be ſure, laftly, to our praiſing Go o 
for the Happineſs we enjoy, under a good Govern- 
ment, to add a Readineſs, on our part, to maintain 
and ſupport it; and that, by doing in our reſpective 
Stations, and as we have Opportunity, every thing 
which may contribute to the publick Welkre and 
Tranquillity, by preferring the Safety and Preſer- 
vation of the Community to which we belong, to 
every private Conſideration whatſoever ; by a wil- 
ling and chearful Obedience to the Laws; and by 
paying all due Submiſſion to Authority, by honour- 
ing Him, whom Gop, in his Goodneſs to us, has 
ſet over us; and by offering up our Prayers to the 
Almighty, that his Counſels may be directed, and 
his Arms may be proſper'd from above; that he 
may be ſucceſsful in vindicating the juſt and un- 
doubted Rights of his Subjects, who have been fo 
greatly injur'd with regard to-their Navigation and 
Commerce ; and may be a glorious Inſtrument, un- 
der Go p, of preſerving and ſecuring, from every 
thing which may hurt them, the common Liberties 
of Europe, with which the Intereſt of this Country 
is ſo particularly connected. Theſe are Matters, 
which for our own ſake, for our Country's fake, 
for the fake of all who are Friends to Liberty and 
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Property, pd who are Enemies to „ and 


Wrong, we cannot have too much at heart, or ex- 
preſs too great a Zeal for. And may the ſame 
Go p, whom we are called upon this Day to thank 
and praiſe for his Mercies already vouchſaf'd, bring 
the great Points I have been mentioning to that 
happy Concluſion, which all of us deſire. 


Now to Gor, as is moſt due, be aſerib'd all 
_ Majefly, Dominion and Power, now 


for ever. 


THE END. 
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